
By Evelyn Flengas  

 

Wildlife rehabilitators sac-

rifice so much, but the re-

wards are reaped by more 

than the orphans they suc-

cessfully rear and release 

into the wild.  

Two rehabbers of this Ref-

uge, Donna Hamilton and 

Billie Groh rehabbed baby 

squirrels during the second 

squirrel birthing season 

this year.  

Donna had four ôpinkiesõ, or 

newborn baby squirrels. In 

order for these little ones to 

survive they required 

around the clock feeding. 

This meant Donna was up 

at least twice a night to feed 

them. While talking one 

day, I asked her how they 

were doing and her answer 

didnõt include her extensive 

(Continued on page 3) 

Baby Squirrels Versus Sleep  

Pink Floyd: A True Survivor  
By Evelyn Flengas  

This little raccoon came 

to me when he was 

barely three weeks old. 

Eyes and ears were still 

closed. His mother was-

nõt around and as usual 

in cases like this, was 

probably trapped or 

killed. This meant he 

had to do whatever was 

necessary to survive, 

which included licking 

the dirt for insects, or 

sucking rocks. As a re-

sult of this, he scraped 

his bottom lip raw. It 

was pink in color, hence 

the name Pink. But upon 

finding out he was a 

male I added a second 

name, Floyd. As Pink 

Floyd got older he con-

tracted raccoon Parvo. 

Unfortunately, we are 

seeing quite a lot of this 

disease lately. Raccoon 

Parvo leaves a paralysis 

to the legs and makes it 

difficult for the animal to 
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Critter Tales  

Welcome!!!  

The Refuge would like to wel-

come aboard the following new 

rehabilitators:  

Marjorie Feldman, Barbara 

Herondorf, Danielle Ardagna, 

Brigette Pohl and Kriston 

Jacobseon who is a sub-

permitee to Sandy Krebs.  

These ladies are caring and 

compassionate. Our wildlife 

will be well taken care of by 

these rehabbers.  
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A Note from Evelyn  
 

Hello Friends,  

Here it is, another year al-

most over. As I look back, I 

go over our accomplish-

ments for the year, and I 

see that we have been very 

busy. We have visited 

schools, held a corn hole 

tournament, a motorcycle 

run and the junior member-

ship held a successful yard 

sale. We have five new re-

habilitators and have taken 

in over 500 animals and 

birds. We are in very pre-

liminary discussion with 

the City of Virginia Beach 

about establishing a wildlife 

center in the city. I will 

keep everyone updated as 

the process continues. So, in 

four short years as a 501(c)3 

non-profit, I feel we are 

moving in the right direc-

tion.  

On the down side, (thereõs 

always a downside) we are 

seeing an increase in wild-

life coming into the Refuge 

as we become more known 

to the public. Of course, it 

takes money to rehabilitate 

wildlife. Iõm asking all to 

keep their membership cur-

rent. Your support is impor-

tant, not just your dues, but 

knowing you care to be part 

of this Refuge. This keeps 

me going, especially when 

the Refuge is bulging with 

wildlife and I wonder how I 

can pay for all of it. With 

that in mind please return 

the enclosed envelope with 

a donation. I only ask for 

donations once a year as I 

donõt wish to keep asking 

for funds at every turn. 

Your donations are used to 

supply formula, medicine 

and assistance to other re-

habbers within the organi-

zation. Out of every dollar 

that comes in, I know that 

99.5 cents goes back to as-

sisting wildlife.  

Thanks to everyone for 

helping out the Refuge.  

Merry Christmas, and 

Happy New Year!!  
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òWe have five new  

rehabilitators and have 

taken in over 500 animals 

and birds.ó 



loss of sleep. She only ex-

pressed concern over their sur-

vival. She responded simply by 

saying òI hope they can make 

it,ó and make it they did! They 

grew up to be healthy wild 

squirrels and have since been 

released into the wilderness 

and remain in the area.  

Billie is another example of 

our dedicated rehabbers. Billie 

had an operation on her right 

arm for repair of a torn rotator 

cuff. She was unable to use her 

right arm for weeks, but that 

didnõt stop her. She persevered 

and took ten baby squirrels as 

well as several baby rabbits. 

She said caring for the babies 

aided greatly in her recovery.  

These are just two stories of 

dedication by rehabbers. 

Thanks Ladies!  

 

I am proud thinking of all the 

compassionate peo-

ple we have as a part 

of this organization.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Squirrels...  

Two squirrels released 

this season. 

Meet Kathy, our newest board member  

By Jessica Biersack  

Kathy Vogel  came into our 

lives this year, and are we 

ever thankful that she did!   

She has loved wildlife for 

years and now has the op-

portunity to work directly 

with many species as a reha-

bilitator.   

In addition to being hands -

on with animals, she came 

up with the idea of a Corn-

hole Tournament and made 

it a reality, hosting the 

event at Hunt Club Farm 

in Virginia Beach.  It was 

a very successful fund-

raiser which benefitted 

the refuge greatly.  

Kathy owns a kennel and 

cattery at the Hunt Club 

as well as breeding Bichon 

Frise and German Shep-

herds. She also runs an 

obedience school for dogs. 
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Did you know? 

If an average man had a 

metabolism comparable to 

that of a hummingbird, he 

would have to eat 285 

pounds of hamburger 

every day to maintain his 

weight. 


